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INTRODUCTION 

New Point Comfort Preserve is an ecologically and culturally important site in Mathews 

County, Virginia that was acquired by The Nature Conservancy in 1994 with funding from 

Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program (VCZMP). The preserve protects tidal salt 

marsh, maritime forest and sandy beaches that provide habitat for several rare species. In 

1997, Mathews County received funds from VCZMP to construct an ADA-accessible 

observation boardwalk to provide visitors with views of the Mobjack and Chesapeake Bays 

as well as the New Point Comfort Lighthouse. At the time of construction, four interpretive 

panels were installed on the boardwalk to give visitors information on the human and 

natural history of the area. The boardwalk has been open daily, year-round, and free of 

charge since 1997 and has become a well-known destination for both locals and visitors to 

the area.   

In 2018, members of the local community reached out to TNC and other partners with 

concerns that the signage at New Point Comfort had exceeded its functional lifespan. Of 

the four original interpretive panels, one was missing and three had become faded to the 

point of being difficult to read. Shortly after the need to update the signage was identified, 

VCZMP staff were able to secure funds to support the project.   

PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

The overarching project objective was to use a collaborative approach to create a series of 

interpretive panels that would expand visitor’s understanding of the natural and cultural 

history of New Point Comfort. Additional project goals included:  

• Convert silkscreen artwork from original panels to digital formats that could be 

more easily replicated on future replacement signs; 

• Correct outdated content on existing signs; 

• Collaborate with the Pamunkey Indian Tribe to expand on the indigenous and pre-

colonization history of the area;  

• Educate visitors about the potential impacts of climate change at New Point Comfort 

and provide resources they can use to address climate change in their personal 

lives; 

• Highlight the partners, including VCZMP, that have made the protection and 

management of the preserve and public access infrastructure possible.  
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PROJECT OUTCOMES 

TNC identified a group of partners and stakeholders consisting of subject matter experts 

and design consultants to update the existing interpretive materials and create new 

content related specifically to sea-level rise and indigenous history of the area (see 

Partners and Acknowledgements, page ii). TNC worked with Jason Boys from iDesign 2, 

Inc., to develop the design and layout out of the final panels. During the project period, 

TNC coordinated with project partners and contributors in order to gather the necessary 

content, review and feedback for all project elements.      

INTERPRETIVE PANELS 

The plans for revising and/or producing new interpretive materials were guided by the 

existing panels that were originally installed at New Point Comfort Preserve in 1997 under 

a VCZMP grant awarded to Mathews County. Pannier Graphics was the preferred vendor 

for the project because they produced the original panels and had a proven track record 

for producing durable, aesthetically pleasing materials for similar projects in the area.  

Based on available mounting area on the boardwalk, TNC decided to create five panels 

with the following content: 

• Panel 1 Welcome to New Point Comfort: Guidelines for visiting the preserve 

and recognition of the groups, including NOAA and CZM, that provided financial and 

other support for the protection and management of the preserve.  

• Panel 2 Ecology: Overview of the plants, animals, natural communities, and 

ecological processes that can be observed at the preserve.  

• Panel 3 People and the Land: Human history of the area from the Paleo-Indian 

Period through the early 20th century. 

• Panel 4 New Point Comfort Lighthouse: A timeline of important events related 

to the New Point Comfort Lighthouse from 1802 through 2021.  

• Panel 5 A Changing Shoreline: Describes the projected impacts of sea-level rise 

to New Point Comfort and provides QR codes for visitors to take action to fight 

climate change. 

TNC and DCR staff installed the panels at New Point Comfort in June 2022 (see Appendix 

2 for photos). The frame and mounts were fabricated by Pannier to attach to the existing 

vertically oriented 2x6” railing of the boardwalk. Tamper-resistant hardware made by 

TufNut Works was used to attach the panels to the rails.  

https://www.tufnutworks.com/
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DIGITAL FILES 

All full-resolution digital files for this project have been submitted to the VCZMP as part of 

this final report.  TNC will also maintain these files for future use and reference.   
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APPENDIX 1. INTERPRETIVE PANELS PRODUCED UNDER THE NEW POINT COMFORT SIGNAGE 

UPDATE PROJECT 

 



New Point Comfort Interpretive Signage, Task 73.02 Final Project Report 

 

2 

 

 

 



New Point Comfort Interpretive Signage, Task 73.02 Final Project Report 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



New Point Comfort Interpretive Signage, Task 73.02 Final Project Report 

 

4 

 

APPENDIX 2. FINAL PANEL INSTALLATION PHOTOS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 



New Point Comfort Interpretive Signage, Task 73.02 Final Project Report 

 

5 

 

APPENDIX 3. PROJECT COSTS 

Expense Amount 

Panel design and layout $585.00 

Panel and frame/mount production $5020.00 

TNC personnel, indirect, fringe  $4295.79 

Total project costs: $9,900.79 
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APPENDIX 4. SPECIFICATIONS FOR PANEL FRAMES AND MOUNTS 
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Panel 1 Dimensions  
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Panel 2-5 Dimensions  

 


